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Welcome to Lake Whitney Elementary School!  
Lake Whitney provides a great educational 
experience for you and your child. We have a wide 
range of activities and events planned throughout 
the school year and encourage your participation.

Successful education is a team effort among 
teachers, students, and parents. We look forward to 
working with you and your child. Please join us as 
team members to assure success and achievement. 
If you ever have any questions, please call the school 
office, and we’ll be glad to assist you.

We would like to welcome new Lake Whitney 
families!
We are very happy to have you and your student 
with us at Lake Whitney Elementary School! Beth Prince

Principal of Lake Whitney Elementary School



P = Positive Attitude
R = Respect and Responsibility
I = Involved Learning
D = Dedication and Cooperation
E = Effort and Excellence





Nancy Dudek

Mrs. Dudek started her teaching career as a beginning teacher at Lake 
Whitney teaching first grade.  Her expertise, phenomenal organizational 
skills, and dedication to the needs of students stood out immediately.  After 
several years of teaching, she left the classroom to support teachers as our 
school’s Reading Resource Teacher.  
As the Reading Resource Teacher, Mrs. Dudek created small group 
differentiated activities for our teachers to use during the rotational model 
for reading.  She created a curriculum for volunteer helpers to assist our 
young students with interventions.  This curriculum is easy for non-
instructional volunteers to have immediate impact on student success in 
reading.  As a result, we have grandparents of students who have left Lake 
Whitney willing to come back year after year to assist our kindergarten and 
first grade reluctant readers!
Her genuine love of reading sparked a calling in her to explore the realm of 
having a more global impact with the utilization of a media center.  She 
delved into gaining certification and then created a vision of what an 
interactive media center could look like in a school.  When the media 
specialist position became available last school year, Mrs. Dudek was the 
immediate choice to fill the position.  In one year, she has transformed the 
media center from a resource center into a vibrant, student and teacher 
friendly hub of our school!



Jose Ramos

Mr. Ramos has been the resident custodian for Lake Whitney Elementary 
for the past year.  It is unusual for a school to have selected a “newly” hired 
employee to represent an experienced staff for such an honor.  However, if 
you were to see Jose’ in action, you would understand why he was 
overwhelmingly selected as our Support Person of the Year.  
Mr. Ramos meets all the standard descriptions of a dedicated and model 
employee.  He marks every task with a stamp of excellence!  Our school is 
often recognized by outside custodial services as a pillar of cleanliness and 
organization.
But his gift is how he builds relationships with others!  Mr. Ramos cares 
deeply for our students and is often visible at student performances and 
after hour events.   He is bilingual and has a knack of building rapport 
and trust with our students.  Many students do not speak English as their 
primary language.  He speaks to students at their level in their native 
language and does so in such a friendly manner that it is reassuring for 
students to know that they have a trusted adult on our campus who is 
always there for them.





LWE
Lake Whitney Elementary School

SAC

School Advisory Council

DEF

Dolphin Education Fund

ADDitions

ADDitions Volunteers

PTO

Parent Teacher Organization

PIE

Partners in Education



Mission Statement:
To provide an ongoing means of philanthropy and funding to assure that 
our community of students, educators, and families can contribute to 
provide programs, resources, and strategies that maintain Lake Whitney 
Elementary School’s leadership and excellence in elementary education 
and preparing our students for the future.



2017-2018 
Fundraising Goals

School Nurse Program

Enhance Technology and 
Educational Resources



Golf Tournament
Raised $20,000

Fundraiser Raised $2,600
Gala and Auction

Raised $22,000



Lake Whitney Elementary

Our School Nurse

‘s

 Over 7,300 student clinic visits were 
logged last year.

 Only a Nurse can dispense 
prescription medications.

Without a Registered Nurse students 
with tummy aches, bumped heads, etc. 
would have be sent home.



Tambi Durham
LWE Guidance Counselor

One child per classroom in each 
grade level is chosen to receive an 
award for best representing the 

Characteristic of the month.



Selected fifth grade 
students work both 

in front of the 
camera and behind 

the camera in 
production of the 

daily morning show. 



Battle of 
the Books

Junior Librarians

Accelerated Reader Results





LWE students 
were up for the 

challenge to 
spread some 

kindness!



Kate Smith
Art Education

ART CLUB



Denise Mills
Music Education 

LWE Sound Waves







Lake Whitney Elementary School has been named a 

The State Board of Education designates a school as a School of 
Excellence if the school’s percentage points earned in its school grade 
calculation is in the 80th percentile or higher for schools comprised of the 
same grade groupings (elementary, middle, high, and combination) for at 
least two of the last three years if the school meets the qualifying criteria.
We are proud to have achieved all of these goals.



Within the Five Star School portfolio 
look for opportunities you a can participate in, such as:



The Partners in Education
program links businesses and 
organizations with schools to 
share resources, both in people 
and materials. Each flourishes 
from the support and prosperity 
of the other. 



be a Partner in Education

 Partnerships are built 
on mutually 
beneficial activities 
with school needs and 
business resources as 
the focus.

 Partnering is Easy!

 Register online:  
volunteer.ocps.net

 Click on “Get Involved”

 Search for an 
Opportunity

 Look for our school 
name and sign-up for 
“Become a Partner 
in Education” 
opportunity.

LWE
Loves 
PIE



Profile of Full Circle Cycle from 
the on-line Partners in Education 

management system









School Improvement Plan 
Receives Business partner Input

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

We are pleased to have Mr. Fred Hewett, 
owner of Full Circle Cycle, as our 

Business Partner.  

Mr. Hewett has been involved and 
included in this year’s 

School Improvement Plan.



Our PIEs volunteering 
during our Open House/

Taste-of-Pie night and donations 
throughout the year





Karen Hewett
Community Outreach Coordinator



ORIENTATION AND TRAINING

After each PIE is registered in the 
Partners In Education Management System, 
our PIE coordinator goes over this list with 

each PIE, one-on-one to discuss the following:



COORDINATOR & SCHOOL STAFF TRAINED
ON EFFECTIVE USE OF SERVICES BY BUSINESS PARTNERS

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

Karen Hewett, 
LWE PIE Coordinator 

conducted staff training



Nick and Kate are two working mothers, with a thriving photography 
business that is in high demand in the community, and yet they have 
always made supporting Lake Whitney a priority.
These two amazing ladies, not only juggle large families and full-time 
jobs, but actively participate in in our school life from volunteering 
their personal time, to family involvement in our outreach activities, 
and membership, as well as leadership, in our PTO, SAC and Dolphin 
Education Fund. On top of this, their company, Nick and Kate 
Photography, is one of our most active community business partners.
Nick and Kate Photography, is our school’s photographer, taking all of 
the individual student portraits in both fall and spring, as well as our 
class group photos. Our families benefit from having the expertise of 
these amazing photographers with the most incredible student 
portraits. They take the time to set up outdoors to take advantage of 
the natural light and spend time with each student to capture their 
individual personality and a genuine smile. These ladies have been 
seen time and time again down on their knees on the concrete coaxing 
a smile from a reluctant student or tucking an errant strand of hair 
behind an ear. Our teachers and staff have taken photos of them in 
action because their individual caring and connection with each 
student is evident and worth celebrating.

PIE of the Year, 
Nick and Kate Photography



LWE 
appreciates 

our 
Partners In 
Education





Roster Calendar



FAMILY 
INVOLVEMENT





Grandparents Bingo Night



Sweetheart Dance



LWE Holiday Shoppe



Education Opportunities 
are Offered to Families

Kim Smirti
Curriculum Resource 

Teacher and 
Testing Coordinator



Families Participate in Focus & 
Discussion Groups



Joint Parent and Student 
Training

Students and Parents together, were 
invited to learn about Art, Music, 
Dancing, Drama and more with 

hands-on and interactive learning.



Family Outreach, Papa Murphy’s on May 3, 2018
Teachers on hand to answer open forum questions that 
parents may have regarding this year or next school year 



More than 60% of Our Families 
Participate in 

Families Involvement Activities



More than 60% of Our Families 
Participate in 

Families Involvement Activities

Meet The Teacher
Open House and 

Taste of PIE
Donuts with Dad

Mornings with Mom
School Carnival

Grandparents Bingo 
Night

The “Arts” Night
Sweetheart Dance
Family Fun Event



Communication Techniques With Families 
by Teachers and School Staff

Stay informed!
 Check out our website 

daily

 Opt in for the 
Principal’s Connect 
Orange messages

 Subscribe to our 
newsletter

•LWE Website
•LWE FaceBook Page
•LWE PTO Website
•LWE PTO FaceBook Page
•Enews Blast Email
•REMIND Program



Communication Techniques With Families 
by Teachers and School Staff



Welcome



School Provides Parents 
Policies and

Best Practice Information



ADDitions school volunteers are extra-special people who are committed to 
making schools the best they can be. They offer special attention and caring that can 
inspire students to reach for, and realize their dreams. 

School volunteers work at the schools of their choice and participate in activities that 
match their interests. 

Be a school volunteer and help make students' dreams come true. 



Register to be aN 

 Volunteering is Easy!
 Register online:  volunteer.ocps.net
 Click on “Volunteer Now”
 Search for an Opportunity
 Look for our school name and sign-up for “Become an ADDitions School 

Volunteer” opportunity.



Golden School 
AwardADDITIONS 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS



School Staff Trained on Effective
Use of School Volunteers

Karen Hewett
ADDitions Staff Training



Battle of the Books
Classroom Helpers
Homeroom Parents

Book Fairs
Field Trips

PTO Events
Birthday Book Club
Parents Are Literacy 
Supporters (PALS)

Read2Succeed

Read2Succeed



Total Number of 
Volunteer Hours

Total Volunteer Hours 4879

Total LWE Volunteers 509

Total Students Enrolled 558



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

We LOVE our Volunteers at LWE!
There are so many opportunities to 
be involved at school! Whether in 
the classrooms, at school or PTO 

events, School Advisory Council, or 
behind-the-scenes, your time is 

ALWAYS appreciated!



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Volunteer 
opportunities are 

HERE for the 
taking!



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Lori Benton has been a vital member of our Lake Whitney family for the 
past eight years. She is a great ambassador for our school both here on 

campus and out in the community. Mrs. Benton is an advocate for 
children and a strong proponent of public education. As a former Orange 
County Pubic School administrator herself, Mrs. Benton understands the 
“ins and outs” of school operations. She takes this knowledge and puts it 

to good use while helping in various volunteer roles at our school.

School Volunteer Recognition



ADDITIONS 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

Emma Meyers
Youth Volunteer of 

the Year

School Volunteer Recognition



Rebecca Hanson is the Chairperson for the Lake 
Whitney Dolphin Education Fund and this year’s 

recipient of the DEF Outstanding Volunteer 
Award.  She was instrumental in the fundraising 
this school year.  Monies collected were used to 

offset the cost of the school nurse and instructional 
materials for the classrooms.  This year the DEF 

raised over $66,000.  

Mimi Tawil is a Board Member of the Lake Whitney 
Dolphin Education Fund.  She organized the annual 
auction at the Spring Gala. The auction raised over 

$22,000 to be used for the school nurse.  

School Volunteer Recognition



School Volunteer Recognition



Student Community 
Service



Student Service Learning Project

After Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico, Lake Whitney Students in Anne Christensen’s third 
grade class knew their teacher was worried about her family there.  Both Mrs. Christensen and Jose 
Ramos, Lake Whitney ES custodian, have family in Puerto Rico that were affected by Hurricane Maria. 
Her students began to collect and bring in supplies to be sent to Puerto Rico.  It soon spread to all of 
third grade, collecting items to bring to school.  Students and families went to Mrs. Prince and asked if 
it could be a school wide initiative for the collection of supplies. In just a few short weeks, FIVE vans 
full of supplies were donated and dropped off at a collection point nearby.  From there, the supplies 
were flown by private plane to Puerto Rico for Hurricane Relief.

Hurricane Relief



LWE second grade student, Sarah Garau, 
approached Mrs. Durham with the idea for a 
“Buddy Bench”.  In January, Lake Whitney 
Elementary participated in The Great 
Kindness Challenge and completed over 9, 000 
kind deeds in one week! At the end of the 
week, the students donated money to 
purchase a Buddy Bench for the playground. 
Building friendships is an important part of 
recess and having a Buddy Bench helps all 
students enjoy their outdoor time together.
Our Buddy Bench student ambassadors, Sarah 
Garau and Gianna Pascual, are pictured on our 
Buddy Bench at Lake Whitney’s 20th birthday 
celebration in March. 

Student Service Learning Project

Buddy Bench



This is Katelyn’s second year for promoting Crohn’s Disease Awareness!!
Students supported Katelyn by wearing purple at school and donating/joining in her  Crohn’s Foundation Walk

Student Service Learning Project



Because of her efforts 
raising awareness for 

Crohn’s Disease,
Katelyn was chosen as 

the 
2018 Youth  Honored 

Hero  of  Central 
Florida

and received 
Disney’s Dreamer and 

Doer Award

Student Service Learning Project



Madison Jefferson, a fifth grade student at Lake Whitney, volunteers at The Orlando Rescue Mission. She 
was concerned that many children that visit the Mission did not have access to healthy snacks. Madison 
asked Mrs. Prince and our School Advisory Council to lead a “Healthy Snack Drive” at Lake Whitney to help 
get healthy snacks to the Orlando Rescue Missions’ pantry. Our families collected over 500 healthy snacks 
and Madison had the honor of delivering the snacks for the families of The Orlando Rescue Mission.

Student Service Learning Project

Snack Drive



Student Service Learning Project

Adeline Mueller, a former Lake Whitney Student, is continuing her 
project from last year based on so much success! Lake Whitney 

Students collected over 200 pairs of shoes this year to be donated 
in the local community held by The Orlando Serve Foundation at 

the He Got Up Events!



Two year’s ago, LWE lost 
our beloved P.E. teacher, 

Mr. B., due to cardiac 
arrest.

Jump Rope for Heart took 
on a personal meaning for 

many as they exceeded the 
previous year’s total raising  

$11,043.00



LWE Surpassed all records collecting 
6,207 non peroshable food items for 
families in need!  All donations went to 
the non-profit organization, One Heart 
for Women and Children.

Annual Food Drive



LWE held a toy drive 
and donated items to 
One Heart for Women 

and Children, for needy 
families that reside 

within the local 
community.

Annual Toy Drive



Student Community Service

The M.A.G.I.C. program educates our 
5th grade students on drug resistance, 

character building and positive 
decision making. 

Among some of the lessons taught in 
the M.A.G.I.C. program are drug 
abuse education, bullying, cyber 

bullying and prescription drug abuse.



Fifth Grade Safety Patrols

Fifth grade students apply to be a Safety 
Patrol and are selected based on their 

grades, conduct and citizenship.

This year LWE had 48 Patrols!





SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 

Beth Prince
SIP Presentation



SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 

Lorrie Beahler, SAC Chairperson
SAC training on SAC By-laws



The 2017-2018 Community Involvement 
One New Idea for Implementation

Getting and Staying Active
Proper/Age Appropriate Means of Exercise
Making Healthy Eating Choices
Understanding Your Health and Wellness
Heart Health
Developing Healthy Habits (Hygiene, Dental, Sleep, etc)

Positive Thinking

Healthy Living Initiative:  Students will learn 
and participate in activities that will focus on supporting, 

improving, maintaining, and enhancing their health.  Each 
month with focus on different opportunities such as: 

SAC will discuss and determine topic to be 
implemented with school staff.

SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 



The Community Involvement 
Idea Implemented in 2016-2017 

SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 

Outreach and service projects within our 
Community and within the walls of our school. 
Grade levels to host their own service project.

Fourth Grade supported Crohn’s Disease 
Awareness, after a student was diagnosed last year.

Third Grade led the school-wide initiative for 
Hurricane Relief for Puerto Rico

The entire school supported Heart Health Awareness with 
Jump Rope For Heart after losing our PE Teacher two years 
ago to Cardiac Arrest

A Second Grade student 
inspired the idea for a 
“Buddy Bench” for kids 
that want to play with 
others outside. 

Fifth grade initiated the snack drive 
for Orlando Rescue Mission



SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 

The SAC meeting held 4/17/18 
reviewed the preliminary results of 

the AdvancED Annual School 
Improvement Survey specific to Lake 

Whitney to determine areas where 
the school excels and which areas of 

are an opportunity!



School Staff and SAC Members Trained 
on Collaborative Partnering and 

Shared Decision-making

SCHOOL 
ADVISORY
COUNCIL 



Thank You for Previewing Our 
Five Star School Portfolio

Contact us to participate in our 
community involvement programs

Lake Whitney Elementary School
Karen Hewett

Community Outreach Coordinator
407-877-8888 ext. 3532277

Five Star School Portfolio Created by Lorrie Beahler, SAC Chairperson
Graphics provided Kim Boulnois, OCPS Graphic Artist
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